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Figure 6 VMS Laboratory ground support of the launch vehicle up to launch. In the future they hope to ex-tend
the capabilities of these labs to allow application to all phases of flight. The labs lack a common local area
network tying the computers, control center, and hardware together. This addition is planned for near term
improvement. The labs basic configuration is an avionics hot bench with connections to several supporting
computers. Emphasis is placed on real harnesses and hard-ware. The labs support equipment includes raised
floors, large doors, heavy duty hoist and a workshop area for maintenance and construction. Also, a central
data display center with large screen displays is combined with the labs for data analysis and presentation. 10
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