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John Murray General Publishing Division, United Kingdom, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 197 x 130
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Sicily is the key to everything Johann Wolfgang von Goethe The
author of the classic book on Venice turns his sights to Sicily in this beautiful book full of maps and colour
photographs. I discovered Sicily almost by mistake .We drove as far as Naples, then put the car on the night
ferry to Palermo. There was a degree of excitement in the early hours when we passed Stromboli, emitting a
rich glow every half-minute or so like an ogre puEing on an immense cigar; and a few hours later, in the early
morning sunshine, we sailed into the Conca d Oro, the Golden Shell, in which the city lies. Apart from the beauty
of the setting, I remember being instantly struck by a change in atmosphere. The Strait of Messina is only a
couple of miles across and the island is politically part of Italy; yet somehow one feels that one has entered a
diEerent world .This book is, among other things, an attempt to analyse why this should be. The stepping stone
between Europe and Africa, the gateway between the East and the West, at once a stronghold, clearing-house
and observation post, Sicily has been invaded and fought over by Phoenicians and Greeks, Carthaginians and
Romans, Goths and Byzantines, Arabs and Normans, Germans, Spaniards and the French for thousands of
years. It has belonged to them all - and yet has properly been part of none. John Julius Norwich was inspired to
become a writer by his first visit in 1961 and this book is the result of a fascination that has lasted over half a
century. In tracing its dark story, he attempts to explain...
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