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Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers
can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: .portions of Celebes and Borneo. s2 See Koiie Gids v. h. Rijks Ethiujraphixh Museum te
Leyden. Leyden, 1883. s3 Seltene Wiiffcn. Leipzig, 1885. Special interest attaches to the Malay collections in
Dresden, containing comparatively numerous sets of the glazed earthenware, so highly prized by many of
these islanders. It is strange to find among so uncivilised a people as the Dyaks as strong a mania for collecting
as is to be found in any people of Europe. They have quite a passion for the vessels of glazed ware, called
dyawets, which are of a yellowish brown, dark brown, or gray-green colour, the poorest without decoration,
the more precious sort overlaid with scales, adorned with wavy lines, or--in the most valuable sort--with large
lizards in relief, which creep up the sides and twine round the neck of the vessel.s4 They are by no means
attractive in appearance; but no collector of china in Europe is better acquainted with the value and
classification of his collection, than the Dyak with his dyawets. Each kind has a special name, and belongs to a
separate class, determined by the size and ornamentation. The plain ware is the least valued, the most highly
prized being the large lizard vases, for which as much as 2000 florins is given. Their worth depends, as among
the Javanese, on certain niceties of finish, which only the practised glance of a native can detect; and he is
never mistaken. Europeans may be deceived by...
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