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Kent State University Press, United States, 2006. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 223 x 150 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Using key canonical science fiction narratives, Mesmerists, Monsters, and Machines
examines the intersection of the literary and scientific cultures of the nineteenth century. In this original and
refreshing approach to the study of early science fiction, author Martin Willis maintains that science fiction was
just as important in defining the culture of the nineteenth century as other critics maintain it was in shaping the
twentieth century. Mesmerists, Monsters, and Machines interrogates the cultural implications of scientific
development as articulated, challenged, and reformulated by science fiction. Each chapter demonstrates that
both science and fiction were vital parts of a culture of imaginative and empirical practices that were
continually reacting to, arguing with, and influencing one another throughout the nineteenth century. In an
engrossing narrative that cites classic science fiction texts, Willis establishes a timeline for the reader so that the
cultural significance of science fiction is understood and its complexity and relevance to the nineteenth century
is demonstrated. Those interested in nineteenth-century history and literature, cultural studies, the history of
science, and science fiction will welcome this addition to the scholarship.
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