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the Congregational Church and Society in West Woodstock, Conn;, May, 1851, on the Occasion of the Fiftieth
Anniversary of the Ordination of the Author as Their Pastor; To Whom He Administered in That Capacity Nearly
Thirty-Two, An While taking the proper humble attitude of devotion at the footstool of Jehovah, he justly
acknowledges, in very pathetic language, the mournful condition of the human family, by reason of all having
sinned, and come short of the glory of God, and experiencing in consequence the effects of his holy displeasure.
They are frail, destined to return to the dust whence they were taken, liable to decay and fade away as
transiently as the tender grass and flowers of the field, or to be borne on rapidly in crowds, as a flooded stream,
to the ocean of eternity. Yet, the gloom of this dark picture is enlivened with mercy s beams, flowing from the
Sun of Righteousness, the second Adam, who is made a quickening Spirit. The very idea of Moses raising the
voice of supplication to God, supposes the rays of mercy, of hope and consolation, had penetrated the dark
cloud; for otherwise unmingled darkness and despair must have continued to rest upon the world. It becomes,
then, deeply interesting to us all to survey the subject. I. There is a limit affixed to the present existence of our
race This is involved in the phrase the days of our years, as also in the uniform language of Scripture. Man, as
originally formed in the intellectual and moral image of his Creator, was constituted to continue undecaying,...
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