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Thursday, June 1, 1865 We meet in gloom. But yesterday our streets were jubilant, and the very heavens ablaze
with the bright pomp of a rejoicing multitude. But yesterday our temples were vocal with songs of rapturous
thanksgiving for the great victories that had been vouchsafed to our arms. To-day no jubilee solicits us. No loud
huzzas - no aves vehement - no hurrying feet - no hymns of triumph salute our ears. It is the hour of darkness,
as these sad emblems indicate. A nation mourns. A mighty people throngs its wide-spread sanctuaries, to
lament its martyred Chief, but just returned from the overthrow of the armed array that menaced its own life,
to die in the very hour of his triumph - in the fancied security of its own capital - under the blaze of a thousand
lights, and a thousand admiring eyes - and in the midst of the brave hearts that belted him around, and would
have spilled their life s best blood to shelter him from harm - and to die, oh God of Justice! by the stealthy and
felonious blow of an assassin. In such a presence, and with such surroundings, the chosen Ruler of this great
Republic - the kind, the generous, the parental magistrate, who knew no resentments, and had never done
aught to deserve an enemy - has bowed his venerable head upon his bosom, and laid down the high
commission with which he had been so lately reinvested by...
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