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College, and to the Friends of Education in Maryland: Delivered After the Annual Commencement in February,
1835 It is easy, for a few moments of misapplied force, to overthrow the labours of centuries. No monument of
genius or production of industry, is so permanent or glorious, that a very little effort, in an evil hour, will not
sap its foundations and lay it in the dust. Tacitus says, ut corpora lente augescunt, cito cxstinguuntur sic
ingenia studiaque, facilius oppresseris quam revocaver is. In the violent deaths of the most illustrious men of
the empire, he was painfully contrasting the power to destroy, with the capacity to produce. They were stricken,
like stars from their spheres of light; and no creative power of genius could ever present the same combination
again. No similar series of devoted years, can replace the individual, hero, or statesman, or philanthropist, who
is lost. The times and occasions which called him forth, went with the exalted being, whom they produced; and
they never can return. Instances of this fatality occur in every age, in one form or in another, to make man
mourn over the wrecks of his best hopes. Over the grave of such a man as Hamilton, for example, in the
promise that other sons may arise, our country finds no solace for the blow that struck from her embrace, one
of the noblest forms of humanity. Soles occidere ac red ire possuiit, Nobis, cum semel occidit lux brevis, Nox est
perpetua una dormienda. But it is not my purpose to speak of any individual however illustrious, who may...
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