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Methods Youth is credited with being a period of awkwardness. Goldsmith, to whom we are indebted for some
of the most beautiful passages in the English language, was oFen embarrassed in finding the right word in
conversation; but, more serious than all that appears to the observation of others, is that awkwardness which
the upright soul feels when, in any unfitting or wrong attitude, it approaches truth or the responsibilities of life.
Life s labyrinth is all dark before the youth; neither its complicated passages nor its end are revealed. How shall
they find the clew? To aid in this crisis, the home is filled with loving solicitude, the school oIers its teachers and
appliances, the church its precepts and sacraments, and the wise of all ages their philosophies. Coming here to
greet the gathered representatives of the wisdom and youth of this cherished institution, can I do better than
invite attention to a discussion of the spirit and methods of scholarly workers? Our American civilization is a
great stimulus to the assumption of responsibilities. Its fundamental principles force all of us to be workers. Our
law recognizes no rights of primogeniture. The precepts and practices of our life, while they stimulate
individuality, tend to make us careless of the past and unmindful of the future, and to concentrate our thoughts
and deeds on the present. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
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